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JANU ARY M EET I NG Ð ANNU AL BANQU ET 
 
Our annual banquet and installation of officers will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2009 at Life 
Manor Ð our usual meeting place.  Dress for the afternoon is casual. 
We will start with a social hour at 1 PM.  This will give everyone an opportunity to visit with 
fellow members and guests and to check out the silent auction while enjoying a complimentary 
glass of sparkling cider and an appetizer.  Our potluck dinner will start at 1:30 PM.  The TRS 
will provide the decorations, coffee, tea, plates, utensils, etc.  Please bring your favorite salad, hot 
dish or desert.  To help defray the costs to the society we will have a $5 fee for the meal Ð a real 
bargain!  Prior to the program we will have a brief ceremony to install our TRS officers for 2009.  
Our banquet program will be fun!  Bruce &  Barbara Lind and Jack &  Beage Kiley will share 
pictures from their trip to Ireland last August. While it was not Òrose seasonÓ they found that 
roses are everywhere in Ireland.  After all, many of the great rose hybridizers are based there.  
Come and enjoy beautiful Ireland! 
We will also have a silent auction with some very nice items that have been donated.  If you have 
an item(s) you would like to donate, please bring it to the banquet.   
See the last page of this newsletter for forms for banquet reservations and TRS 2009 dues. 
Dues are $15 / household / calendar year. Please check your mailing label or your email to see if 
your dues are due. If you detect an error, please let Barbara Lind know.  Dues (checks made to 
Tacoma Rose Society) can be paid at the banquet or mailed to the treasurer (see last page for 
address). 

PRESI DEN TÕS M ESSAGE 
By El len W old 

I hope all of you had the happiest and safest of holidays.  Don and I went to Santa Maria, CA to 
see son, daughter-in-law and three grandchildren, ages 13, 10 and 3.  It's going to take about 2 
weeks to rest up!  Going down took us 21 hours longer than usual.  We had to use chains on the 
Siskiyous and there were delays from Tacoma to Redding, CA.  We finally got to Pismo Beach at 
9:30 A.M.   Just in time for the 10-year-old grandson's birthday, skateboard party.  Once we got 
there the weather was up in the mid to high 60's and 70's and we were busy! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, Jan. 25th at 1:00 for our banquet and silent auction.  
There will be a lot of nice things in the auction again this year and, of course, the food can't be 
beat.  Margaret Leisner has offered to chair the event with Betty Shambrook assisting her.  It 
sounds like they have been busy putting it all together.  Sometimes we don't realize just how much 
work goes into putting it all together, with the placemats, tablecloths, flower arrangements for the 
tables, corsages, cutlery, plates and all. 
I'm sure we are all glad the snow is gone and hopefully the rain will end soon too.  I've been told 
that the snow actually insulates the roses from the freeze but in case some of your roses don't make 
it through, Raft Island Roses is having their annual early special sale at least through February.  
We will be having our annual Garden Sale at the Pt. Defiance Pagoda on Sat., March 21st from 
9 to 3 p.m.  We always have a lot of roses there to choose from too. 
Pruning of the roses at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden will be on Saturday March 7th, from 9 to 
about 2 PM.  Please come out and help.  We need you! Bruce Lind will demonstrate what to do 
and then you can work with someone for more Òhands onÓ training. Please dress for the weather, 
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bring a bucket, pruners and gloves.  We will have one of our world famous potlucks afterwards and 
this time it will feature comfort food and soup.  If you would like to bring something to share that 
would be great! 
Try to stay warm and dry and I'll see you at the banquet. 

 
POI NT  DEFI ANCE ROSE GARDEN NEW S 

by M argaret  Leisner  
  
Winter certainly started with a bang; eight inches of snow, icy roads, plus the usual rain and 
wind.  However, the roses at the Point Defiance Rose Garden are well protected from anything that 
nature decides to bestow upon them.  Metro Parks Horticulturist Steve Herbig and his staff have 
trimmed all of rose bushes and covered them with a heavy layer of cedar grove compost after 
applying lime and a dormant spray. 
 
While SATURDAY, MARCH 7th is still a few weeks away, it is not too early to remind everyone 
that will be the day that Tacoma Rose Society members will be at the rose garden for the annual 
ÒspringÕ pruning. Please take a moment to mark your new 2009 calendar and plan to join them. 
 Watch for complete details of this important community project in the February issue of the 
QueenÕs Herald. 
  
And while you are marking the calendar, please also pencil in Saturday, March 21st, as that is the 
date of the annual Garden Sale at the Pagoda! 

 
ROSES AND TH E POETRY OF H ORACE 

 
Jack Kiley gave me a Christmas present of a copy of ÒThe Rose AnnualÓ of 1930, published by the 
(Royal) National Rose Society of England.  In it I found the following: 
The poet Horace, born in 65 BC, was a leading lyric poet in the time of Augustus.  He also coined 
the term Òcarpe diem.Ó  Among his many subjects the rose was a favorite.  Horace is referred to by 
the author as a Roman rosarian (and I choose to take him at his word!), so he should know roses as 
well as the human condition.   He seems to have felt that Òa rose-festooned grot was an ideal spot 
for happy lovers.Ó  
 
 In a verse to a young Roman maiden, Pyrrha, he writes 
  ÒWhat slender youth bedewed with perfumes sweet 
  Now woos thee, Pyrrah, where rose clusters meet, 
  In yon cool grot, for whom those golden locks 
  Bindest thou artlessly in coils so neat?Ó 
 
In the mood for a party (or the TRS banquet) think on this verse of Horace: 
  ÒCome blow the flute, the tranquil harp now twang, 
  Tune up ye minstrels lest the music hang, 
  Join up right hands, form in a friendly ring, 
  And on the festive board red Roses fling.Ó 
Or 
  ÒHere bring you wine and perfumes fine 
  Roses that grace a day, 
  While time with hours of leisure charms, 
  And youthÕs brief joy holds sway.Ó 
 
In a brief portion of an ode to Quintius with which I can more closely identify, he says 
  ÒThere let us crown our grey hairs with the Rose 
  Anointed with Assyrian spikenard;Ó  
 
Now we know a bit of the poop on Horace!  Please note that this is not the same as Horace poop! 
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PNW  DI STRI CT  ROSES I N  REVI EW  FOR 2008 
 
One of the great annual activities of the American Rose Society is the ÒRoses in ReviewÓ rating 
project.  ARS members are encouraged to contribute their evaluations of the roses on a list that 
changes from year to year.  The ratings are compiled and used to update and to add to the rose 
ratings published by the American Rose Society in its ÒHandbook for Selecting RosesÓ series that 
comes out on a yearly basis.  The ÒHandbookÓ lists the rating for a very large number of 
varieties, and makes use of information from across the whole of the USA.  Ratings are given on 
a ten-point scale, and roses with a rating of 8.0 or greater are generally excellent. 
We are fortunate in the PNW District to have annual access to ratings of roses that make use of 
information from Pacific Northwest rosarians.  As an example, Julia Child (see article on the 
2009 MembersÕ Choice Award) will have a rating of 8.1 in the 2010 Handbook.  In the PNW 
District it does a bit better with a garden rating of 8.4.  This regional rating is based on the input 
from 27 ARS members from the PNW District.  Lynn Shafer from Spokane is our regional Roses 
in Review Coordinator and does a great job of compiling and sharing the information collected in 
our District.                                             
A few of the top rated roses (garden rating) for our District based on the 2008 RIR list are: 
Hybrid Teas: ÔFalling in LoveÕ - 8.3, ÔSunstruckÕ Ð 8.0, ÔTahitian SunsetÕ Ð 8.0                             
Floribundas: ÔJulia ChildÕ Ð 8.4, ÔGlenda MarieÕ Ð 8.4, ÔMoondanceÕ Ð 8.1                                 
Grandifloras: ÔStrike it RichÕ Ð 8.2, ÔAbout FaceÕ Ð 8.0, ÔWild Blue YonderÕ Ð 7.9                         
Min/MinFl: ÔSaluteÕ Ð 7.9, ÔSolar FlareÕ Ð 7.7, ÔSeattle SunriseÕ Ð 7.6                                               
Shrubs: ÔChristopher MarlowÕ Ð 8.5, ÔHome RunÕ Ð 7.9, ÔLady Elsie MayÕ Ð 7.8                                   
Climbers: ÔAlohaÕ Ð 8.6. ÔCandy LandÕ Ð 7.8, ÔSoaring SpiritsÕ Ð 7.7                                                        
In all cases the number of raters per rose is at least 5. 
It is always exciting to plant some new roses, and those new for 2009 will be showing up in your 
favorite nursery very soon.  The 2009 AARS winner ÔPink PromiseÕ looks like it will be an 
excellent rose for our area, but only time will truly tell.  The roses on the above list fall more 
clearly into the tried and true category.  Try some of them and you wonÕt go wrong! 

 
W I NTER AND ROSES 

 
The pineapple express is rolling over us and our roses will definitely not need any additional 
water for a very long time.  It was only a little more than a week ago that we had a foot of snow 
and temperatures below 20 degrees F.  IsnÕt this a great climate we have?  The question is, do we 
need to do anything unusual in our rose garden because of this unusual weather?  One thing we 
all need to do is to take a good look at our roses to be sure no damage was done by Òthe big 
snow.Ó  If you still have a lot of foliage on your roses they may have suffered some damage due 
to heavy wet snow sticking to the leaves.  DonÕt worry if you find broken canes Ð just do a little 
early pruning on the damaged bushes.  In general though, it is better to wait until late February 
or early March to do your final pruning.  Barbara did a great job of fall pruning on our roses 
(getting rid of the top growth and most of the foliage) so our roses seem to be in good shape as far 
a damage from snow goes.  We will all have to see just what, if any, damage our roses suffered 
from the extreme cold that happened before we got most of our snow.  Watch for canes that 
blacken close to the ground.  The most vulnerable canes will be those that came on at the end of 
summer or in the fall. We may lose some of those canes all the way to the bud union.  If you 
have some own-root roses these should be able to withstand our cold snap even if you did not get 
any mulch over the lower part of your rose bushes. 
As soon as you see a bush that has severe damage, start planning to plant a replacement Ð either 
of the same variety or of one of the highly rated roses discussed in the Roses in Review article in 
this QH. 
We can start buying and planting roses very soon.  If you have plans for to replace some of your 
roses (or better yet, to add more roses to your landscape!), it would be a good idea to dig the 
holes now and add the prepared soil mix for planting.  That way things can settle in while you 
(and I) wait for better planting weather.  
By the way, did you put on that dolomite lime yet?  If not, it is not too late to do it ASAP. 
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ARS 2009 M EM BERSÕ CH OI CE 
JU LI A  CH I LD 

by Dick Streeper 
(Reprinted from the ARS American Rose Magazine, Jan/Feb, 2009) 

 
Julia Child occupies a special place in American culture. She was born Julia McWilliams in 
Pasadena, CA, in the year 1912. She attended Pasadena schools and journeyed east to enroll 
at Smith College in Northhampton, MA.  When World War II broke out, she volunteered for 
service in the United States Office of Strategic Services, predecessor to the CIA. While on 
assignment for the OSS in China, she met and married fellow OSS agent Paul Child. After the 
war, he was assigned to a post in the American Embassy in Paris. While in Paris, Julia 
enrolled in Le Cordon Bleu Cooking School, and the rest, we might say, is history. Le Cordon 
Bleu is Òthe blue ribbonÓ of cooking schools and connotes the elite in the area of culinary arts 
around the globe. 
 
The first of her many books, Mastering the Art of French Cooking, which she co-authored with 
two classmates, became a bestseller worldwide.  She followed that with numerous other 
successful cookbooks. She has received countless honors for her work in the area of food.  The 
Child family relocated to Boston, where she became a cooking icon as a host of a nationally 
syndicated television show.  
 
So, how did the name of this world-acclaimed author and chef become linked with AmericaÕs 
ARS 2009 MembersÕ Choice most honored and distinguished rose of today?  During the years 
when Julia and Paul were dividing their time between Boston and Santa Barbara, they 
became friends with Lorenzo and Patricia DallÕArmi. As the years went by, these two couples 
enjoyed more and more time together. Much of that time was spent on the rose farm operated 
by the DallÕArmiÕs oldest daughter Dani and her husband Bill, who is a doctor.  Dani and Bill 
had just moved from Santa Barbara to the nearby agricultural community of Carpinteria, 
where they had purchased an avocado and citrus ranch. With a long time interest in roses, 
they began to develop part of the ranch for field production of cut roses. Julia, who was always 
interested in organic agriculture and who had an astute business sense, was a constant advisor 
and fan of their project. Within three years, Rose Story Farm was up and running with more 
than 20,000 garden roses in the fields and a regular schedule of garden tours and educational 
events.   
 
 
Julia truly loved visiting the rose farm and walking among the huge array of garden roses. She 
enjoyed the fields, the fragrances and the individual flowers. Her 90th birthday celebration 
was held in the formal rose garden on the farm in 2002, attended by more than 250 guests, 
many of whom were dignitaries in the international world of food and wine.  Dani 
occasionally brought up the idea of a ÒJulia Child Rose,Ó but there was no apparent interest 
until late 2003, when during a casual visit to the farmÕs test garden, Julia spotted a gorgeous 
yellow rose, then unnamed, from Weeks Roses.  ÒOh, thatÕs the one,Ó Julia said.  That ended 
the discourse. The rose can be described as having a butter gold color aging to an attractive 
light yellow color with an old-fashioned rose flower form. It is a free-blooming floribunda 
growing to three feet with a rounded plant habit, is disease resistant and grows well in all 
climates.   
 
Tom Carruth, hybridizer of the rose for Weeks Roses, was contacted and promptly shepherded 
the registration attaching the name ÒJulia ChildÓ to the rose. It has since become an All 
America Rose Selection Winner for 2004 and the American Rose SocietyÕs MembersÕ Choice 
Award Winner for 2009. 

J U L IA  C H IL D  
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The MembersÕ Choice Award is given yearly to one rose of recent introduction that receives the 
highest garden rating in its annual Roses in Review reports.  The award will be presented at the 
ARS National Convention in Vancouver, BC, this year. The rating that will be published in the 
2010 Handbook for Selecting Roses is 8.1 based upon the ratings filed by 326 American Rose 
Society members.  Since 2004, one large section of Rose Story Farm has been planted entirely in 
the beautiful yellow 'Julia Child' rose. This has become a highlight of the regular weekly tours 
conducted for people who come from near and far and is fondly referred to as the Julia Child 
Memorial Garden.  

 
 

2008 AN NU AL ROSE AU CT I ON  
by Bruce L ind 

 
TRS held its annual Rose Auction on November 20, 2008.  Because of the great generosity of our 
nursery-owning friends we, once again, had the roses necessary for a most successful event.  Raft 
Island Roses, Portland Avenue Nursery, Willow Tree Gardens, and Vassey Nursery all made 
generous gifts of potted plants for us to sell and to auction.  TRS members again donated roses that 
needed different homes so that new varieties would have room in member gardens.  That covers the 
supply side.  To make a successful event we also need demand, and that is what those of you who 
participated in the auction and sale on November 20 provided. (The roses pictured in this 
newsletter are the top money earners at the auction.) The potluck spread provided by TRS members 
made this yet another gastronomical success!  Once everyone was Òin the moodÓ from the great 
food, the auction began.  The bidding was spirited, the laughter was plentiful, and we once again 
raised the funds that do so much to carry TRS through the next year.  Our dues alone do not begin 
to cover our expenses, so the success of this sale/auction is critical to our solvency. 
 
As usual George Heger, Diane Proff, Barbara and Bruce Lind hauled roses.  Barbara Lind did her 
usual stellar job of getting the inventory listed and organized.  On the night of the sale everyone 
helped carry roses in for the sale and a great crew stayed around to make sure we left the Life 
Manor Activity room as clean as we found it. 
 
The next morning Steve Herbig brought his large Metro Park truck to transport the leftover roses to 
Pt. Defiance for storage until the Garden Sale on March 21, 2009.  Yes, you will have one more 
chance to purchase roses Ð this time to benefit the rose garden in Pt. Defiance Park.  A hearty 
thank you to all who did their part to make our 2008 Rose Auction a big success! 
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ROSE OF TH E M ONT H  

ALBA SEM I -PLENA 
by Seth Benson 

Photo courtesy of S. Andrew Schulman, 1996 
(Reprinted from the ARS website) 

 
Although my choice in OGR's runs toward the Chinas, I ordered plants of 'Alba Semi-plena', one 
for a friend, and one for myself to turn loose out on the wild end of the garden. 
 
I was attracted to the Albas because they are a beautiful and intrepid group, going far back in 
time. Although there is some uncertainty about their early parentage, they probably date from 
medieval Europe. Their foliage, fruit and stems are similar to R. canina (the "common" dog 
rose). This, in turn, supports the widely held belief that the Albas have a common ancestor, a 
species rose. The other parent could be either R. x damacena or R. gallica. Perhaps both are 
responsible for these most beautiful of offspring. 
 
All of the dozen or so Albas grown today are blessed with a strong constitution. They start to 
flower in late June, and few other types can match their refinement of texture and quality of 
perfume. All are pastels from the pure white 'Alba Semi-plena', through the soft, blowzy pink of 
'Great Maiden's Blush' to the deep, clear pink of 'Kšnigin von DŠnemark'. 
 
I suppose one of the most famous of these roses would have to be the "White Rose of York." The 
actual rose worn by the House of York, however, was more probably the specific and single form 
of R. x alba or even the white form of the common R. canina. 
 
So now I arrive at my choice, 'Alba Semi-plena', the blooms of which are white, semidouble, 
sweetly scented with yellow stamens. The bush itself is upright and graceful, sprawling languidly 
to 5' x 8' in my garden. The foliage is a disease-resistent, matte finish, grey-green. In the fall, the 
plant produces masses of orange-red hips. It will tolerate poor soils, work well into woodland 
plantings because of its sprawling habit, but is summer flowering only. 
I wanted something for one end of the garden that would be attractive yet carefree year round. 
'Alba Semi-plena' seems to have been a wise choice. 

 
 

Th e  Ta c o ma  Ro s e  S o c ie t y  s en d s  t h e i r  c o n d o l en c es   
t o  G r a c ie  B a k er  a n d  h er  f a mi l y   
o n  t h e  pa s s in g  o f  h e r  f a t h e r . 

 
 

TRS OFFI CERS FOR 2009 
The following people were elected as officers for 2009 at our November meeting. Installation of 
these officers will occur at our January banquet.  Congratulations to all and thanks for being 
willing to take on these jobs. 
 
 
President  Ellen Wold 
1st Vice President  George Heger 
2nd Vice President Barbara Madsen 
Secretary  Margaret Leisner 
Treasurer  Barbara Lind 
Board Members  Diane Proff, Blaise Feeney, Cliff Martin, Anne Theivagt 
   Betty Shambrook  
 

A L B A  
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BANQUET RESERVATION FORM 
 
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA 98466 
or call her at 565-0246 for reservations.  (Reservations appreciated but not required.) 
 
 
Name  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number  ________________ 
 
Number of persons attending  ________   at $5.00 each        
 
 
 

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY Ð YEAR 2009 DUES 
 

$15 per member/family/calendar year 
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA 98466 
Or bring to the banquet. (Check mailing label to see if dues are due!) 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone  ________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
I prefer my newsletter by _____e-mail _____ hard copy. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRS Offi cers 
President 
Ellen Wold  253-564-3546 
ewold06@comcast.net  
VP & Show Chair 
Ava Brock  253-756-7212 
abrock@ups.edu 
VP & Program Chair 
Cliff Martin  253-752-5857 
tearoselady@harbornet.com 
Secretary 
Margaret Leisner  253-537-2564 
meleisner@comcast.net 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
Tacoma WA 98466  
Board Members 
Gia Casto  253-474-9480 
giacasto@yahoo.com 
Barbara Madsen  253-380-0164 
bmadsen61@hotmail.com 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Betty Shambrook  253-582-9412 
gshambrook@msn.com 
Anne Theivagt  253-435-1641 
annelth@aol.com 
Consulting Rosar ian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
lindbruce@mac.com 
Membership Chair 
Cliff Martin  253-752-5857 
Arti sti c Directo r 
Monica Weidman  253-756-8833 
msweidman@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
Spec ia l  A d v iso r y  
Bo a r d  
Jo Martin  752-5857 
tearoselady@harbornet.com  
Glenda Myers  752-5859  
Daisy Radloff  272-0063 
George Heger  565-4530 
Anne Theivagt  435-1640 
annelth@aol.com 
Sunshine Chair 
Daisy Radloff  272-0063 

Hospitality Chair  
Ellen Wold  564-3546 
WEBSITE:www. taco marosesociety.org 
Gracie Baker - Webmaster 
 

Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
tearoselady@harbornet.com  
Glenda Myers  253-752-5859  
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
George Heger  253-565-4530 
Marie Cayton  253-752-5859 
glenmar1926@gmail.com 
Sunshine Chair 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Hospital ity Chair 
Anne Theivagt  253-435-1640 
Consulting Rosar ians 
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, S Tacoma 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor 
Ava Brock, 253-756-7212, N Tacoma 
Deborah Jackson, 253-627-8912, Cen Tac 
Jack Kiley, 360-754-4937, Olympia 
Shirley Knudson, 253-840-5811, Puyallup 
Dennis Konsmo, 253-926-1112, NE Tac 
Margaret Leisner, 253-537-2564, S Tac 
Bruce & Barbara Lind, 253-565-0246, UP  
Jo Martin, 253-752-5857, Westgate 
Mitchie & John Moe, 253-815-1072, 
Federal Way 
Glenda Myers, Emeritus, N Tacoma 
Cheryl Prescott, 206-463-3186, Vashon 
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup 
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Cent Tac 
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate 
Bob Sherron, Emeritus, S Tacoma 
Anne Theivagt, 253-435-1641, Puyallup 
Tom Watson, Emeritus, Dupont 
Bill Wilson, 253-840-3169, Puyallup 
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, UP 

EDITORS: 
Bruce & Barbara Lind 
E-Mail:  
barbaralind@mac.com 
 
Membership in the Tacoma 
Rose Society is open to all.  
The TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization 
affiliated with the American 
Rose Society.  Meetings are on 
the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb Ð June and 
Sept. Ð Nov.  Annual banquet is 
in January with a picnic in 
August.   
 
Dues are $15 per 
household per calendar 
year.  Make check payable 
to the Tacoma Rose 
Society and send it to the 
treasurer. 
 
Websi te:  
www.tacomarosesociety.org 
 

 

TA C O M A  
RO S E 

S O C IETY 

Meetings are held at the 
Life Manor Acti vi ty 
Center ,  
1601 S. Union.  
 
To get there from S. Union 
turn onto S. 15th St and go 
one block east.   Turn right 
onto Puget Sound and go 
one block.   Make a left turn at 
the sign for Life Manor 
Assi sted  Living.  At the end 
of the building, turn  
right, go up the hill  
and turn left to find 
visi torsÕ parking. The 
meeti ng is in the brick 
building that faces the 
parking lot.  Open the 
glass door on the right. 
Over flow parking is NW 
of the building. 

Ta c o ma  Ro s e  S o c ie t y  
B r u c e  &  B a r b a r a  L in d  
2 1 3 2  B r id g epo r t  W a y  
Ta c o ma  W A  9 8 4 6 6  


